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LEGAL AID CUTS ARE SHORTSIGHTED AS WELL AS UNFAIR

AVMA are urging members of the public to respond to consultation on plans to
cut legal aid completely for clinical negligence cases. If implemented, the
proposals could add millions of pounds to the NHS bill for settling negligence
claims, as well as making access to justice impossible for many would-be
claimants. This is because people will be forced to enter into no-win no-fee
agreements with lawyers, which are much more expensive to settle than legal
aid cases. For some people even this will not be an option, because other
planned changes in Lord Jackson’s report will mean that no-win no-fee
agreements are outside the reach of many people.

AVMA chief executive Peter Walsh said:

“This is not joined-up government. Whatever the Ministry of Justice would
save by scrapping legal aid will cost the NHS many times more. At the same
time, the overall effect of changes will hit the poorest hardest, denying them
access to justice even if they have been seriously harmed by negligence in
the NHS".
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