[YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS]

[Name of MP]

House of Commons
Westminster

London SW1A 0AA
[Date]

Dear [Name of MP]
Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Bill: Clinical Negligence

I am writing to ask you to support amendments to this Bill that protect access to justice for victims of clinical negligence.  In particular, I ask you to support

· keeping clinical negligence in scope for legal aid

· stopping much needed and deserved damages awarded to victims being dipped into in order to pay solicitors’ fees as part of the reforms of no-win no-fee

· guaranteeing that all victims who do not benefit from legal aid qualify from ‘one-way costs shifting’, to enable them to benefit from the new no-win no-fee system.

Clinical negligence is a very special case.  You will be aware I hope of the briefings provided by Action against Medical Accidents (AvMA) and others.  Even the NHS Litigation Authority supports the retention of legal aid for clinical negligence.  If the Bill goes ahead unamended, it will result in:
· some of the most needy and deserving clinical negligence victims being denied access to justice

· the NHS will be denied important lessons and a powerful incentive for patient safety

· whilst Ken Clarke’s Ministry of Justice would save just £10 million on clinical negligence, the NHS would be landed with a huge extra bill and it would cost the taxpayer more overall.

Yours sincerely

