Dear [                 ]
Threat to justice in clinical negligence cases: the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Bill

This Bill, which is currently going through Parliament, would abolish Legal Aid for clinical negligence cases and make changes to the way that conditional fee (“no-win no-fee”) agreements  work.  The combined effect would, we believe, seriously affect the ability of victims of clinical negligence to make a claim.  Perversely, although the proposals would save a modest amount of money for the Ministry of Justice, it would add to the Bill for the NHS and could damage patient safety.  Please see the attached briefing sheet for details.
The patients’ charity, Action against Medical Accidents (AvMA), is leading a campaign to protect access to justice in clinical negligence cases.  We are glad to support this campaign and wondered if you would consider doing so also.  See their website: www.avma.org.uk/pages/campaigns.html for more details or write to them at AvMA, 44 High Street, Croydon CR0 1YB.

AvMA is looking for help in any of the following ways:

1 Write to (or even better, meet with) your MP, to raise your concerns about the Bill’s effect on clinical negligence claimants.  AvMA has provided a template letter and guidance on their website.

2 Sign the online petition at: www.gopetition.com/petition/41532.html
3 If you are prepared to share your story with the media to help explain why this issue is so important, contact AvMA on 020 8688 9555, and/or write to your local newspapers.

There is still time to effect significant changes to this controversial Bill and to protect access to justice in clinical negligence cases.  However, please do not delay if you do wish to help.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

enc
