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WELCOME TO OUR LATEST UPDATE ON ISSUES CONCERNING 
PATIENT SAFETY AND JUSTICE   
In this edition: 

MEDICAL INNOVATION BILL A THREAT TO PATIENT SAFETY AND 
JUSTICE 

DUTY OF CANDOUR: REST OF UK MAY FOLLOWS ENGLAND'S LEAD 

INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF WHISTLEBLOWING TO BE LED BY 
ROBERT FRANCIS QC 

NEW PATIENT SAFETY CAMPAIGN AND WEBSITE LAUNCHED 

"COVER UPS AND INSULT TO INJURY IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
EMERGENCY PRESSURES SCANDAL 

LAW COMMISSION REPORT ON HEALTH PROFESSIONAL 
REGULATION A WASTED OPPORTUNITY 

'FUNDAMENTAL STANDARDS' NEED TO DO MORE TO PROTECT 
PATIENTS AND WHISTLEBLOWERS 

CALL FOR IMPROVEMENT TO CQC INSPECTION AND RATING 
SYSTEM  

NEW BILL CURTAILS ACCESS TO JUDICIAL REVIEWS 

CONCERNS RE PATIENT SAFETY IN WALES 

FIONA FREEDLAND 

AvMA IN THE NEWS  

HELP AvMA IMPROVE PATIENT SAFETY AND JUSTICE!  

  

MEDICAL INNOVATION BILL A THREAT TO PATIENT SAFETY AND 
JUSTICE 

Lord Saatchi's controversial Medical Innovation Bill survived the 2nd 
reading in the House of Lords on 27th June and will now progress to the 
committee stage.  AvMA and others have deemed the Bill dangerous and 
unnecessary and a threat to patient safety and justice.  Read Peter 
Walsh's blog about the Bill.  Also see AvMA's briefing on the Bill.   
  

The Bill has some heavy-weight supporters and is backed by a well 
resourced, disingenuous and emotive media campaign.  AvMA urges all its 
supporters to use what influence they have and write to their MP asking for 
the Bill to be scrapped. 

DUTY OF CANDOUR: REST OF UK MAY FOLLOW ENGLAND'S LEAD 
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The statutory Duty of Candour inspired by the case of Robbie Powell 
('Robbie's Law') will become law in England on 1st October.  It will be one 
of the 'fundamental standards' in the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
regulations brought in following the Francis report.  AvMA and our 
supporters have had to fight tooth and nail to get the Duty of Candour 
accepted, and eagerly await sight of the guidance and actual regulations 
(which are to be laid before parliament in the week commencing 7th 
July).  Meanwhile, health departments in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland have been in discussion with AvMA about introducing a Duty of 
Candour there and have made very encouraging noises.   

INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF WHISTLEBLOWING TO BE LED BY 
ROBERT FRANCIS QC 

AvMA has welcomed the news that the Secretary of State for Health has 
asked Robert Francis QC to conduct an independent review "to consider 
what further action is necessary to protect NHS workers who speak out in 
the public interest and help create the kind of open culture that is needed to 
ensure safer care for patients".  

NEW PATIENT SAFETY CAMPAIGN AND WEBSITE LAUNCHED 

A new campaign "Sign up to Safety" has been launched by Jeremy Hunt, 
aimed at saving 6,000 lives a year (half the estimated number of deaths 
each year in England due to lapses in patient safety).  there is also a new 
patient safety section of the NHS Choices website which now carries 
information on the rate of reporting incidents by NHS trusts; compliance 
with patient safety alerts; and staffing data.  

"COVER UPS" AND INSULT TO INJURY IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
EMERGENCY PRESSURES SCANDAL 

AvMA has written to Northern Ireland Health Minister, Edwin Poots, calling 
for an independent urgent review of patient safety in Northern Ireland and 
the introduction of a statutory 'Duty of Candour'.  The  move comes 
following unprecedented pressures on the emergency department of the 
Royal Victoria Hospital Belfast, which have resulted in several potentially 
avoidable deaths.  For Full Press Release click here 

LAW COMMISSION REPORT ON HEALTH PROFESIONAL 
REGULATION AND WASTED OPPORTUNITY - BILL STILL AWAITED  

AvMA is calling on the Department of Health to radically change the draft 
Bill on health professional regulation published by the Law Commission 
when legislation is eventually brought forward.  The Law 
Commission largely ignored the voice of patients and key lessons from the 
Francis inquiry.  However, reforms to health professional regulation are 
urgently needed.  Unfortunately, there wil be no Bill in this Parliament, but 
at least that will give time for the new government to come up with a more 
considered Bill. 
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'FUNDAMENTAL STANDARDS' NEED TO DO MORE TO PROTECT 
PATIENTS AND WHISTLEBLOWERS   

AvMA's response to the consultation on 'Fundamental Standards' to be 
regulated by the CQC from October broadly welcomes the direction of 
travel, but calls for amendments to allow CQC to intervene more quickly to 
protect patients, and measures to protect whistleblowers.  Read AvMA's 
response here.  
  

CALL FOR IMPROVEMENT TO CQC INSPECTION AND RATING 
SYSTEM  

Our response to the CQC consultation on its inspection and rating system 
for healthcare organisations, whilst welcoming the progress made so far, 
calls for some important improvements. These include ending the current 
practice which allows an organisation to be rated “good” overall even  if it is 
found to “require improvement” on patient safety. Earlier this year St 
Georges Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust was rated ‘good’ overall in spite 
of being rated ‘requires improvement’ in patient safety. We argue that extra 
weight should be given to patient safety if it is really the top priority. We 
also call for compliance with Patient Safety Alerts to be taken more 
seriously; checking compliance with the new ‘Fundamental Standards’ to 
be central to the monitoring & inspection system; and better patient 
engagement drawing on the experience and expertise of national patients' 
organisations. We make particular suggestions about how to monitor 
compliance with the new fundamental standard on the Duty of 
Candour.  Click here for full response.  

NEW BILL CURTAILS ACCESS TO JUDICIAL REVIEWS 

  

The Criminal Justice and Courts Bill has been introduced in the House of 
Lords.  AvMA is part of a large coalition of charities and NGO's seeking 
changes to the Bill.  Judicial Review (JR) is a vital method for ordinary 
citizens, charities and NGO's to be able to challenge decisions by public 
bodies.  AvMA has made use of JR with the benefit of a 'protected costs 
order' but may not be able to do so if the Bill goes through 
unchanged.  Click here to see the joint charities/NGO briefing.  
  

CONCERNS RE PATIENT SAFETY IN WALES 

  

Following a public meeting hosted by AvMA in Bridgend, concerns about 
patient safety in Wales continue to grow.  Campaigners continue to seek a 
full inquiry into how the shocking lapses in care and safety at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend were allowed to occur and not be dealt with 
earlier.  The "Trusted to Care" report commissioned by Welsh Assembly 
Government was limited in its brief.  AvMA has called for changes to the 
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'Putting Things Right' complaints/redress scheme; the introduction of a 
Duty of Candour; and a review of patient safety arrangements across 
Wales. 

FIONA FREEDLAND 

We are sad to announce that Fiona Freedland, much loved and respected 
ex Legal Director of AvMA died on 28th May after a long and brave fight 
against cancer. Fiona was an inspirational colleague and friend to all at 
AvMA and a passionate and effective champion of patient safety & justice. 
She will be sorely missed. Our thoughts are with her family, Robin, Beth 
and Ellie. 

AvMA IN THE NEWS:  

27.02.14: The Guardian: wilfull neglect: 
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/feb/27/proposed-wilful-neglect-law-
240-health-prosecutions-year  
02.03.14: Independent on Sunday: Duty of Candour: 
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-
news/twitter-could-help-nhs-safety-says-campaigner-9162847.html 
08.03.14: The Guardian: The Times: BBC Radio West Midlands: HSJ:  Duty of 
Candour http://www.theguardian.com/society/joepublic/2011/nov/08/nhs-duty-
candour-health-social-care-bill 
09.03.14: Independent on Sunday: Duty of Candour 
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/law-
on-hospital-blame-does-not-go-far-enough-9179078.html  
18.03.14: BB1 Spotlight documentary last night includes the story of a family we are 
helping and our calls for a Duty of Candour in NI following cover ups: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b03yf7c0/Spotlight_Duty_to_Tell/  
18.03.14: BBC Online re Belfast hospital scandal/ Duty of Candour: 
http://www.bbc.cono.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-26625013 

18.03.14: PW interview on BBC Radio Ulster re Belfast hospital /Duty of Candour  
24.03.14: BBC News online: BBC Radio Northampton: BBC 1 Looks East:  Kettering 
hospital death 

25.03.14: Telegraph online: Kettering hospital death: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/10720684/Hospital-covered-up-mistakes-
that-led-to-girls-death-to-avoid-stressing-staff.html  
26.03.14: Re: Duty of Candour announcement: 
C4 News 

C4 Online (PW blog) http://www.channel4.com/news/charity-hails-biggest-
breakthrough-in-patients-rights-jeremy-hunt-robbies-law-duty-of-candour 
Daily Telegraph 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/10722875/Pledge-to-save-6000-
lives-through-NHS-safety-campaign.html 
The Independent http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-
families/health-news/jeremy-hunt-says-hospitals-will-be-obliged-to-report-
medical-errors-9215360.html 
i (front page) http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/i-editors-letter-
judging-each-policy-on-its-merits-9215390.html 
HSJ online 
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Law Society Gazette http://www.lawgazette.co.uk/practice/hunt-to-extend-duty-
of-candour-for-nhs-mistakes/5040540.article 

Belfast telegraph 

Buxton Advertser http://www.buxtonadvertiser.co.uk/news/national/wider-duty-
of-candour-considered-1-6521624 

BBC Online http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-26739490 

BBC bulletins (but not AvMA interview)  
2.04.14: BBC Online:  Law Commission Health Prof Regulation 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-26839888 

26.04.14: Daily Telegraph: fast track Recruitment of Indian doctors for A&E 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/nhs/10789770/Indian-doctors-interviewed-
on-Skype-to-fill-AandE-vacancies.html 
26.04.14: Daily Mail : fast track Recruitment of Indian doctors for A&E 

26.04.14: BBC radio Asian Network: : fast track Recruitment of Indian doctors for 
A&E  
28.04.14: The Times: Medical Innovation (Saatchi) Bill 
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/law/article4074537.ece  
6.05.14: BBC Radio NI: Duty of Candour  
5.6.14:  Law Soc Gazette: BBC Radio 5: Sky News: BBC Radio 3 Counties:  Saatchi 
Bill    
19.06.14: BBC Radio Ulster: Nursing home regulation 

24.06.14: BBC Breakfast: The Times: Daily Telegraph:  New safety 
website/reporting     
  

HELP AvMA IMPROVE PATIENT SAFETY AND JUSTICE! 

AvMA receives no State funding and relies on fundraising to continue its 

work.  Visit our Support Us page for ways you can help. 
  
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:  @AvMAUK or @PeterWalshAvMA 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

For information on all our events visit the events page of our website or e-mail 

conferences@avma.org.uk      

   

*You have received this e-mail because we have you listed as a ‘friend of AvMA’due 
to previous contact we have had with you. If you no longer wish to receive news 
alerts from AvMA click unsubscribe from News Alerts. If you no longer wish to 
receive any communication from AvMA click unsubscribe from all mailings. 
Action against Medical Accidents is a registered charity, number 299123 and also a 
company limited by Guarantee, number 2239250 and in Scotland, SCO 39683. 
Registered offices: Freedman House, Christopher Wren Yard, 117 High Street, 
Croydon, Surrey CR0 1QG. 
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