
Medico-Legal Issues 
in Cardiology, Cardiac 
and Vascular Surgery

An estimated 7.4 million people are living with heart and circulatory disease in 
the UK and more than 100,000 hospital admissions each year are due to heart 
attacks (British Heart Foundation, 2019).

Failure to assess, diagnose and treat appropriately, followed by issues 
related to consent and procedure complications, are the common causes 
of cardiovascular claims. Therefore, it is essential that as clinical negligence 
practitioners you develop your knowledge in cardiology, cardiac and vascular 
surgery, to represent your clients as effectively as possible.

Leading experts will navigate critical areas and the latest advances in 
cardiology, cardiac and vascular surgery including congenital heart disease, the 
role of angioplasty in the treatment of myocardial infarction, Cardiac surgery, 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms and Cardiac arrhythmias.

09:00	 REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

10;00	 CHAIRS INTRODUCTION

10:10 	 CONGENITAL HEART DISEASE - THE MEDICO-
LEGAL ISSUES
DR BEVERLEY TSAI-GOODMAN, Consultant Paediatric 
and Fetal Cardiologist, Brompton Hospital

•	 The main types of congenital heart disease
•	 The role of fetal ultrasound
•	 Post-natal presentation
•	 Interventional techniques used in atrial septal defects, 

patient ductus arteriosus and valve replacements

11;10	 REFRESHEMENTS

11:25	 THE ROLE OF ANGIOPLASTY IN THE 
TREATMENT OF MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION - 
THE MEDICO-LEGAL ISSUES IN THE DELAY IN 
TREATMENT
DR NARBEH MELIKIAN, Consultant Interventional 
Cardiologist, King’s College Hospital

•	 Signs and symptoms of myocardial infarction
•	 ECGs
•	 Cardiac enzymes and how the tests can get misread
•	 Door to treatment times

12:25	 CARDIAC SURGERY - THE MEDICO-LEGAL 
ISSUES
MR ANDREW CHUKWUEMEKA, Consultant 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon, Imperial College NHS Trust

•	 Consent issues 
•	 Coronary artery bypass surgery and complications 

of failing to recognise them in a timely manner
•	 Transcatheter aortic valve implantation

13;25	 LUNCH

14:10	 ABDMINAL AORTIC ANEURYSMS - THE 
IMPORTANCE OF A TIMELY DIAGNOSIS
MR STEPHEN BREARLEY, Consultant Vascular surgeon, 
Whipp’s Cross NHS Trust, London

•	 How AAAs clinically present
•	 Open aortic surgery
•	 Surgical complications and the failure to diagnose

15:10	 CARDIAC ARRYTHMIAS - THE MAIN ISSUES IN 
THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
DR JASWINDER GILL, Consutant Cardiologist, Guy’s 
and St Thomas’ NHS Trust

•	 Signs and symptoms and how they present on an ECG
•	 Ablation treatments
•	 Thromboprophylaxsis protocols
•	 NICE guidelines

16:10	 REFRESHMENTS

16:20	 QUANTUM IN CARDIOLOGY, CARDIAC AND 
VASCULAR SURGERY
ADAM WEITZMAN QC, Barrister, 7BR 

17:00	 CHAIR’S CLOSING REMARKS

For more information or to receive details on sponsoring this event, contact the AvMA Events team at 
conferences@avma.org.uk or call 0203 096 1140. For details on all AvMA forthcoming events go to www.avma.org.uk/events

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Chair: Adam Weitzman QC, Barrister, 7BR

NB: Programme and timings may be subject to change

11 December 2019

Irwin Mitchell 
Solicitors, London

#AvMACardio

CPD:	 5 hours
	 (APIL accreditation to be confirmed)

SRA competencies: 

Kindly supported by:



11 December 2019, Irwin Mitchell Solicitors, London
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS and return one form per person.  
We accept photocopies of this booking form or you can download from www.avma.org.uk/events.

Return your booking form to 
AvMA Events, Freedman House, Christopher Wren Yard, 117 High Street, Croydon CR0 1QG
DX: 144267 Croydon 24  email: conferences@avma.org.uk

PAYMENT

REGISTRATION FEESORGANISATION DETAILS

Address:

Postcode:

DX:

Telephone:

DELEGATE DETAILS

Title:

First Name:

Surname:

Job Title:

Email*:

Twitter:

Please specify any special or dietary requirements:

Where did you hear about this event?

I enclose a cheque for £            made payable to AvMA

Date: 

Junior rates: 
Discounted rates for junior solicitors and barristers available to those of 
3 years PQE or less

* Confirmation of booking and online conference documentation will be sent by email

Medico-Legal Issues in Cardiology, Cardiac and Vascular Surgery (388)
Delegate booking form

Discounted fees when paying at the time of booking

NHS / voluntary sector / charity rate £125 + VAT = £150

AvMA Lawyers’ Service members £255 + VAT = £306

AvMA Lawyers’ Service junior rate £205 + VAT = £246

Private sector / standard rate £355 + VAT = £426

Private sector / standard junior rate £305 + VAT = £366

Fees for paying by invoice, with payment due within 30 days or by 
the date of the event (whichever is earlier): 
Add 15% to the fees above

Multiple bookings: 
A multiple booking discount of 15% applies when you book 3 or more 
delegates from the same organisation at the same time

Cheque Payment

Bank Transfer

Please send payment to:  
Account name: Action against Medical Accidents

Bank: Co-operative Bank

Sort code: 089299 Account number: 65583630

SWIFTBIC: CPBKGB22 IBAN: GB66CPBK 089299 65583630

Please quote ref: /firm’s name when making payment

I agree with the terms and conditions of booking

Signature:

Organisation:

Head of 
training:

Email:

If you do NOT want your name on the delegate list, 
please tick here

DATA PROTECTION ACT
AvMA will retain your details on our database 
to enable us to process your booking, 
for accreditation purposes and so that 
you can be kept up to date with relevant 
details of future events. We will keep your 
head of training updated on forthcoming 
conference, webinars and events. We never 
share your contact details with third parties

* If you do NOT wish to receive 
future mailings from AvMA, please 
tick the box

** Occasionally we may include 
marketing material from external 
organisations with our mailings (eg 
conference sponsors’ mailings). 
If you do NOT wish to receive 
information from third parties,please 
tick the box

TERMS & CONDITIONS
REGISTRATION FEES:
Registration fees must be received before the event 
takes place to guarantee your place. Discounted 
fees apply when payment is received at the time of 
booking.

*Fees include refreshments, a light lunch and online 
conference notes.

CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING
If you have not received confirmation of booking 
14 days after registering please contact us on 020 
3096 1140. Upon receipt of booking, AvMA will issue 
a VAT receipt for your payment. Venue information 
and final details will be sent approximately 1-2 weeks 
prior to the event. Please note that full payment must 
reach AvMA before the conference takes place for 
admission to be given.

CANCELLATIONS AND SUBSTITUTIONS
Cancellations must be confirmed in writing at 
least 10 working days before the conference and 
each delegate place will be liable for a £50 + VAT 
administration fee. Any cancellations received after 
this date will be liable for the full fee and course notes 

will be sent on. Delegates who are unable to attend 
due to circumstances beyond AvMA’s control and 
who have not cancelled in advance will still be liable 
for the full fee and course notes will be sent on. No 
refunds will be given. Delegate name changes may be 
made at any time at no extra charge.

INDEMNITY
It may be necessary to change the content and 
timing of the programme, speakers or venue due 
to circumstances beyond the control of AvMA. 
We reserve the right to cancel the conference 
if absolutely necessary and issue a full refund of 
conference fees. AvMA accept no liability if, for 
whatever reason, the conference does not take place.

 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILMING 
There may be a photographer and/OR video 
recording/streaming taking place during the Event 
which may be used at a later date for promotional 
and other uses. Delegates who do not want their 
photograph to be taken or used in this way should 
notify a member of staff or the photographer onsite.
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