
Medical Negligence & Access 
to Justice in Ireland Today

We are delighted to return to Dublin for an essential one day conference 
covering the major issues currently affecting medical negligence litigation and 
patient safety in Ireland, including the Supreme Court decision in the case of 
Isabelle Sheehan v David Corr and the Civil Liability Amendment Bill. At such 
an important time for those working in the field of medical negligence law and 
patient safety in Ireland, this is a very timely event that you cannot afford to miss.  

This conference will be of interest to medical negligence lawyers and healthcare 
related professionals including, nurses, directors of nursing, doctors, healthcare 
service managers, consultants, regulators, associations, government bodies and 
semi state agencies. 

09.00 REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

10.00 CHAIR’S WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
PETER WALSH, Chief Executive,  
Action against Medical Accidents (AvMA)

10.05 DUTY OF CANDOUR IN THE LEGAL CONTEXT
PETER WALSH, Chief Executive,  
Action against Medical Accidents (AvMA); &  
ERNEST CANTILLON, Managing Partner, Cantillons 

10.45  MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE LEGAL UPDATE & 
RECENT IMPORTANT DECISIONS
JOHN HEALY SC, Barrister, The Law Library

• The suggested introduction of a law which would 
permit doctors to make a “protected disclosure” 

• Delays in the litigation process
• The potential impact of the review of 

the Civil Jurisdiction Process 
• Reduction in the real rate of return
• Can “no win no fee” survive in clinical negligence claims 

and what are the implications for access to justice?

11.45 REFRESHMENTS

12.00 RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEGAL COSTS 
STEPHEN FITZPATRICK, Managing Partner,  
Peter Fitzpatrick & Co, Legal Costs Accountants 

• Supreme Court decision in the case of Isabelle 
Sheehan v David Corr – the impact on the 
principles of the legal costs system

• The implications for plaintiffs/patients of 
applying the correct principles when assessing 
costs in complex clinical negligence claims 

12.40 LUNCH

13.25 PERIODIC PAYMENT ORDERS UPDATE; & 
THE LATEST INITIATIVES TO INTRODUCE 
PRE‑ACTION PROTOCOLS ON A VOLUNTARY 
PILOT BASIS 
MICHAEL BOYLAN, Partner, Augustus Cullen Law 

14.05 OPEN DISCLOSURE – THE IMPACT OF RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS WITH THE CIVIL LIABILITY 
AMENDMENT BILL ON PATIENT SAFETY
MARGARET MURPHY, Patient Safety Advocate 

14.45 REFRESHMENTS

14.55 THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING THE RIGHT 
EXPERT 
CIARAN CRAVEN SC, Barrister, The Law Library

• The effects of calling just one expert
• How to choose the right expert

15.35 THE INCREASE IN MEDIATION AND 
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION IN 
MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CASES
EAMON HARRINGTON, Partner, Comyn Kelleher Tobin

16.15 HOW THOUGHTFULLY STRUCTURED 
LITIGATION FINANCE CAN EMPOWER 
CLAIMANTS TO TAKE BACK CONTROL OF THEIR 
LIVES
NICK SHAPLAND, Managing Director,  
Affiniti Finance Limited 

16.45 CHAIR’S CLOSING REMARKS

For more information or to receive details on sponsoring this event, contact the AvMA Events team at 
conferences@avma.org.uk or call 0203 096 1140. For details on all AvMA forthcoming events go to www.avma.org.uk/events

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Chair: Peter Walsh, Chief Executive, Action against Medical Accidents (AvMA)

NB: Programme and timings may be subject to change

12 October 2017

College of 
Anaesthetists, Dublin

#AvMADublin

In association with Kindly supported by



REGISTRATION FEES:
Registration fees must be received before the event takes place to guarantee 
your place. Discounted fees apply when payment is received at the time of 
booking.

*Fees include refreshments, a light lunch and online course notes.

CONFIRMATION OF BOOKING
If you have not received confirmation of your booking 14 days after registering 
please contact us on +44 (0)20 3096 1140. Upon receipt of your booking, AvMA 
will issue a VAT receipt for your payment. The venue information and final details 
will be sent approximately 1-2 weeks prior to the event. Please note that full 
payment must reach AvMA before the conference takes place for admission to 
be given.

CANCELLATIONS AND SUBSTITUTIONS
Cancellations must be confirmed in writing at least 10 working days before the 
conference and each delegate place will be liable for a £50 + VAT administration 
fee. Any cancellations received after this date will be liable for the full fee 
and course notes will be sent on. Delegates who are unable to attend due to 
circumstances beyond AvMA’s control and who have not cancelled in advance 
will still be liable for the full fee and course notes will be sent on. No refunds will 

be given. Delegate name changes may be made at any time at no extra charge.

INDEMNITY
It may be necessary to change the content and timing of the programme, 
speakers or venue due to circumstances beyond the control of AvMA. We 
reserve the right to cancel the conference if absolutely necessary and issue a full 
refund of conference fees. AvMA accept no liability if, for whatever reason, the 
conference does not take place.

DATA PROTECTION ACT
AvMA will retain your details on our database to enable us to process your 
booking, for accreditation purposes and so that you can be kept up to date with 
relevant details of future events.

12 October 2017, College of Anaesthetists, Dublin
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS and return one form per person.  
We accept photocopies of this booking form or you can download from www.avma.org.uk/events.

Return your booking form to 
AvMA Events, Freedman House, Christopher Wren Yard, 117 High Street, Croydon CR0 1QG
DX: 144267 Croydon 24 email: conferences@avma.org.uk

PAYMENT

TERMS & CONDITIONS

REGISTRATION FEESORGANISATION DETAILS

Organisation:

Address:

Postcode:

DX:

Telephone:

DELEGATE DETAILS

Title:

First Name:

Surname:

Job Title:

Email*:

Twitter:

Please specify any special or dietary requirements:

Where did you hear about this event?

I enclose a cheque for £       made payable to AvMA

Date: 

If you are paying by cheque, please pay the quoted sterling amount.

* Confirmation of booking and online conference documentation will be sent by email

Medical Negligence & Access to Justice in Ireland Today (352)
Delegate booking form

Discounted fees when paying at the time of booking

AvMA Lawyers’ Service & MIA members; public 
sector; medical experts €165.00 or £147.30

Private sector / standard rate €195.00 or £174.08

Fees for paying by invoice, with payment due within 30 days or by 
the date of the event (whichever is earlier): 
Add 15% to the fees above

* 20% VAT rate will be added for delegates outside Ireland.

Cheque Payment

Bank Transfer

Please send payment to: Account name: Action against Medical Accidents

Bank: Barclays Bank, Business Euro Account Sort code: 20 24 64 Account no: 79839822

BIC: BARC GB22 IBAN: GB66 BARC 2024 6479 8398 22

Please quote ref: /firm’s name when making payment

I agree with the terms and conditions of booking

Signature:

** Occasionally we may include marketing material from external organisations 
with our mailings (eg conference sponsors’ mailings). If you do NOT wish to 
receive information from third parties,please tick the box

* If you do NOT wish to receive future mailings from AvMA, please tick the box

Euro payments must be made by BACS.
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